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   Our Value of the Month for October is POSITIVITY   

 

Newsletter – October 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Photos – Monday 29th October  

Just a reminder that our school photographer will be in on Monday 29th October.  Family photos will be taken from 

8.30am in the main hall. This is only for pre-school children and their siblings who attend our school. All other 

children with siblings already in school will have their photos taken during the day.  This tends to be popular so your 

patience with this is always appreciated.  Class, team and individual photos will be taken in school across the 

morning.  Nursery children will also have their photos taken and children who attend the afternoon sessions are 

invited to join us from 9am.  Please note that Mr Football’s 8am club will not be on that morning and Year 3 

swimming is cancelled to allow everyone to get their photographs taken. 

Applications for Reception Class Places in 2019  

The application process for admission to Reception in September 2019 opened on 12th September 2018 and closes 

on 15th January 2019.  For more information please visit: www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions  

Please note that if your child comes to our nursery you still need to apply through this process via Durham Local 

Authority to request a place in our school. 

 

Safeguarding   

All staff and governors are committed to keeping all children safe at Bournmoor Primary.  There is an updated 

version of the government’s ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ which came out in September 2018.  We have 

updated our safeguarding policies and procedures to reflect the changes in this document.  If you have any concerns 

about a child you can speak to Mrs Snowdon, who is Designated Safeguarding Lead, or alternatively you can phone 

First Contact 03000 267979. 

Attendance  

Last year we achieved 96% attendance in our school for September to July.  We would like to improve on this as we 

know how important it is for children to attend school every day.  Please note that 90% attendance equates to half a 

day off every week.  Children who attend regularly have been shown to make better progress than those with poorer 

attendance.  If your child is too poorly to attend school, please inform us by ringing the school office on the first and 

subsequent days of the absence before 9am.  This is so we can ensure that we know where all our pupils are and 

that they are safe.  Where absence becomes a concern we can offer support to the family through a range of 

services, for example our Family Worker at One Point, Chester-le-Street.  Holidays in term time cannot be authorised 

unless in exceptional circumstances for which you must provide supporting evidence.  Parents/carers making a 

request need to contact the school office to ask for a ‘Leave of Absence Form’.  Retrospective authorisation cannot 

be granted and where unauthorised holidays are taken, parents/carers may be fined by the Local Authority.  A fine 

will be instigated after a leave of 7 days or more. 

Football News   

We are pleased to announce that we won the tournaments we played at West Pelton and on our home ground. 

Currently we sit joint 2nd in the Chester-le-Street small schools football league.  We played East Rainton and 

Kibblesworth on our home ground last night and had great support from parents and families.  Our next home game 

is next week on Thursday starting at approximately 4pm and supporters are welcome. 
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Harvest Food Donations  

We have talked about Harvest in our assemblies this week and how crops are gathered at this time of year to mark 

the end of the harvest.  We thought about how churches can be decorated and how people in the past shared 

produce to support each other.  We would very much like to help our local community by gathering food to share.  If 

you would like to donate tins, jars, packets of food, etc we will take them to our local Food Bank in Chester-le-Street 

so they can be shared amongst the community.  I would like to say thank you to the families who have already 

donated as their generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Robinwood Activity Centre   

At the start of the term children in Year 5 and 6 went to Robinwood Centre.  Mr Seaton and Mr Dent report that not 

only were the children extremely well behaved, they challenged themselves to try the adventurous activities.  We 

have had very positive feedback from parents and would like to thank you for this as we are keen to offer trips and 

visits that inspire and challenge the children.  Photographs of the activities have been placed on our twitter feed on 

our home page www.bournmoor.durham.sch.uk.  If you would like to view our twitter page then please search 

bournmoorps and follow us for regular tweets and updates. 

Parents’ Evening for Parents/Carers   

Just a reminder that our Parents’ Evenings for this term are on Monday 26th November and Tuesday 27th November.  

A letter will be sent out after half term so you can book a time to see your child’s teacher and also their books.  

Music Works Demonstration   

On Thursday 6th September children were able to enjoy a music concert given by staff from Music Works.  The aim of 

this was to allow children to experience music in school and find out more about how they can get lessons 

themselves if they would like to learn either guitar or keyboard.  A flyer was sent out that day to junior children 

which gave the contact details and costs involved.  If you didn’t receive the information, please contact the school 

office. 

Year 3 Class Assembly – Thursday 18th October   

Just a reminder to parents/carers of children in Miss Purdy’s Year 3 class, you are invited along to their class 

assembly on Thursday 18th October at 9.00am.  We look forward to seeing you then. 

Bring It On Event for Year 6  

Year 6 enjoyed the ‘Bring It On Event’ this week at the Beacon of Light in Sunderland.  The focus was on developing 

their STEM skills, with a particular emphasis on engineering.  Children enjoyed taking part in workshops which 

included ‘Big Bang’, digital and chemical activities.  They also had the opportunity to use virtual reality technology 

which they all enjoyed.  You can see more on our Twitter feed on our school website. 

Christmas Fair  

We have a date for your diary.  Our Christmas Fair is on Thursday 6th December from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.  It may 

seem early but last year we had a great turn out and we like to be organised and make sure it is successful again this 

year.  Nearer the time we will be asking for donations so if you are having a clear out, please remember us and put 

your toys/books/toiletry sets, etc to one side for us until nearer the time. 

 

 

SCHOOL IS CLOSED FOR HALF TERM ON FRIDAY 19th OCTOBER AND PUPILS RETURN ON MONDAY 29th OCTOBER 

 

 

Yours sincerely,         Mrs L A Snowdon, Headteacher 
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