
Thursday 24th June 2021 

   

 

 

What have we been up to this week? 
This week we have enjoyed reading another pirate-themed story, ‘The Night Pirates’ by Peter Harris.  It is 
about a boy who is woken in the night by some pirates who steal the front of his house to disguise their 
ship so that they can trick some grown-up pirates and steal their treasure!  The boy, Tom, asks if he can 
go on the adventure and the pirates say yes!  We had lots of fun talking about how Tom might have felt 
and what he might have seen.  Reception wrote some messages in bottles, pretending to be Tom, to tell 
people about his adventure. 
 
We have also been very creative this week and have been designing pirate ship flags and making our own 
pirate hats!  This is in preparation for ‘Pirate Day’ which is next Monday 28th June.  This is part of our 
whole school ‘Geography Day’ where we will be primarily focusing on maps and 
our map skills.  Please note that the children do not need to come to school 
dressed up as we have been making accessories in school, but are welcome to 
come in their ordinary clothes as it is a non-uniform day.  

 

PHONICS 

NURSERY 
Our younger Nursery children have been exploring ‘rhythm’ this week. They have been using musical 

instruments to tap out the rhythm to familiar nursery rhymes such as ‘Polly Put the Kettle On’. 
 

Our older Nursery children have really impressed us with their oral segmenting and blending this week!   

RECEPTION 
We have now completed Phase 3 of Letters and Sounds so will be spending the rest of the term 
practising recognising the sounds and applying them in our reading and writing.  We will also be 

completing some Phase 4 activities where we will be practising reading words with 4 sounds in.  Please 
continue to practise recognising all of the sounds that you have been provided with in your book bag. 

 
We are also beginning to complete ‘spelling tests’ every Friday.  To begin with, these will focus on our 

‘tricky words’.  We completed our first spelling test this week with Phase 2 tricky words: I, no, go, to, the, 
into.  Next week, our spelling test will be on the tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, you.  Please practise 

recognising and spelling these words at home. 
 

MATHS 

NURSERY 
This week we have really been focusing on counting in order to 10.  We have started to do this using ‘my 
turn, your turn’ which is where you take turns with an adult to say the next number.  You could practise 

this at home over the weekend! 

RECEPTION 
This week we have been looking at number patterns.  We have been exploring ‘odd’ and ‘even’ numbers, 

and beginning to learn how to count in twos, fives and tens.  We looked at the ‘hundred square’ on 
TopMarks’ to help us to understand the patterns (https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/paint-

the-squares)  There are some excellent songs on YouTube to help to practise these counting skills: 
Counting by 2s: https://youtu.be/GvTcpfSnOMQ  
Counting by 5s: https://youtu.be/EemjeA2Djjw  

Counting by 10s: https://youtu.be/Ftati8iGQcs?list=PLM95cb_Szq3am4n6jJw127QbBlDivZgIc 
 

Please note that tomorrow, Friday 25th June, is a staff training day.  This means that school will 
be closed for this day, then return as normal on Monday 28th June. 

 REMEMBER TO UPLOAD YOUR MAGIC MOMENTS TO TAPESTRY!  
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