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Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM) Newsletter – 21 September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We would like to share with you some great news!  We have been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark (GILT Level) and 
we are so proud to receive this award which recognises the continued excellence in the teaching of Science.  Mr Seaton, our 
Science co-ordinator, has worked very hard putting the submission together to reflect all the learning in our school.   
 
We focus on teaching a broad and balanced curriculum that allows children to develop essential skills and knowledge.  In 
particular, our teaching of Science is strong and forms part of our commitment to developing STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) in our school.  Receiving this award is such a positive reinforcement of all the quality learning that takes 
place, the support we have from parents and our governors.  Also, it reflects the excellent local links we have in our area that we 
use as part of our learning.  As you may remember, we won an electric car in a competition set by Newcastle University 
Propulsion Department to design a car of the future and answer the question ‘What will travel look like in 2050?’  They liked our 
ideas so much they awarded us this prestigious prize.  Not only do our older pupils get the chance to build it each year as part of 
their STEM work, they also get to race it.   
 
The Primary Science Quality Mark is led by the University of Hertfordshire, School of Education in collaboration with the Primary 
Science Teaching Trust who say: ‘The Primary School Quality Mark programme ensures effective leadership of science, enables 
schools to work together to share good practice and is supported by professional development led by local experts.  Schools that 
achieve PSQM demonstrate commitment and expertise in science leadership, teaching and learning.’  We couldn’t agree more 
as it has allowed us to really innovate and develop our teaching in this key area of the curriculum.   
 
Here are some of the comments we received in the feedback from our PSQM portfolio submission from PSQM GILT Reviewer 
Joanne Moor: 
 

 
‘The importance of science to the school comes across very clearly in the portfolio and on the Twitter account. Science continued 
to be planned for throughout the two lockdowns and science monitoring also continued, which demonstrates the priority the 
subject has within the school. It is also good to see that governors take a keen interest in science.’ 
 
‘The Subject Lead has a commitment to professional development.’ 
 
‘The robotics project is exciting, and it is good to see Bournmoor sharing its experiences with other schools.’ 
 
‘A key principle of the school is child led investigations.’ 
 
‘It is good to see that there is a range of initiatives to develop children’s Science Capital, including regular discussions about 
science in the news.’ 
 
‘There is lots of evidence of cross-curricular links with Literacy in your calendar of events, as well as some linked to maths. The 
emphasis on robotics also links to Computing.’ 
 
‘This year has been a challenging year for maintaining and building links outside the school, so it is good to see link ups with 
organisation like London Zoo via zoom as well as some trips and visitors into school. Well done for making good use of the local 
environment. The plans you have for the future with Nissan and other engineering companies sound exciting.’ 
 
‘It has been a very tough year and hats off to all of you for getting through it and maintaining the profile of science during two 
lockdowns. Well done for getting through it and keeping focused on science during such a tough time. It is lovely to see all that 
you have achieved and your plans for next year. Congratulations to everyone at Bournmoor Primary who have worked so hard 
over the last two years to achieve this award.’ 
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Mr Seaton put together a large portfolio on behalf of our school and below are 3 of the many slides that were submitted.  They 
allow you to see the depth of information needed and the team work to achieve this award. 

 
 

 
 

 


